backed Gulls (L. fu.scus) in England. As a result of his experiment the number of mixed pairs in the colony increased in subsequent years.
range. Her study included personal correspondence, organized group field surveys, and much personal travel throughout the bird' s known historic Colorado range. Graul (1973a Graul ( , 197313, 1974 Graul ( , 1975 In In 1971 Graul sampled the above area to determine how much of it represented good nesting habitat, marginal nesting habitat, and highly doubtful or impossible nesting habitat. A 60 mi road route transecting the area was chosen and potential sample points were established every one-half mile along the route. The route started 6 mi E and 3 mi N of Keota, continued northwest to Grover, and then went west to a point 6 mi S of Rockport. The 120 potential sample points were numbered consecutively and pieces of paper containing the numbers were placed in a jar. Twenty of these numbers were randomly chosen. If a selected point occurred on a north-south road it was located by pacing 50 m west of the fence. If the point was on an east-west road the same distance was paced north, and if the point was at an intersection the point was located by pacing 100 m west and 50 m north.
The resulting sample points were evaluated by comparing them to known nesting parameters such as vegetative characteristics and slope of the ground (Graul 1975 in good habitat, yielding 10 birds per sq.  km. This gives a total of 20,820 birds for the overall  3,470 sq. km area, or 6 birds per sq. Our figures, consequently, must be viewed as extremely rough estimates, but at least they give us an order of magnitude and indicate that there are probably more birds than previously suspected.
The tendency for the Mountain Plover to nest on blue grama-buffalo grass flats is a key to the preservation of this species. Weld County, Colorado apparently represents the stronghold of its breeding range, and within this area most good nesting habitat is subjected to heavy summer grazing. Grazing pressure may help maintain the blue grama-buffalo grass community, since Mitchell Unfortunately, if a shortgrass area is plowed and allowed to revert to grassland, it may well be revege--tated with taller grasses (Bergman 1975 
